
Instructions for Judges and Room Monitors 
JUDGING RUBRIC FOR ALL-STATE ORCHESTRA AUDITIONS 

EXCERPT #x: - Pitch accuracy - Intonation 

SCORE 
RANGE 

1-10 11-20 21-30 31-40 41-50 

Category NO EVIDENCE RARELY OCCASIONALLY FREQUENTLY CONSISTENTLY 

Descriptors Too many errors in 
pitch of excerpt 
showing lack of 

understanding of 
whole/half steps. 

No effort to correct 
shifting & pitch 

issues. 

Many errors in 
pitch. Shows little 

dexterity in shifting 
and correcting pitch 

issues. 

Several pitch errors in 
the excerpt. Lack of 
dexterity in shifting 
and correcting pitch 

issues.. 

Excerpt contains 
minor errors in pitch. 

Demonstrates 
dexterity in correcting 

pitch issues and 
navigating shifts. 

Correct pitch 
throughout the full 

range of the excerpt. 
The intonation is 

precise. 

EXCERPT #x: Rhythm / Tempo (correctly played rhythms, steady pulse, tempo alterations observed) 

SCORE 
RANGE 

1-10 11-20 21-30 31-40 41-50 

Category NO EVIDENCE RARELY OCCASIONALLY FREQUENTLY CONSISTENTLY 

Descriptors No evidence of 
control of rhythm 

& tempo. 

Rarely 
demonstrates 

control of rhythm 
& tempo. 

Occasionally 
demonstrates 

control of rhythm & 
tempo. 

Frequently 
demonstrates 

control of rhythm & 
tempo. 

Tempo steady and 
confident. 

Consistently 
demonstrates 

control of rhythm & 
tempo. 

EXCERPT #x: Tone - plays with vibrato appropriate to level, plays with confidence, consistent tone 
quality 

SCORE 
RANGE 

1-10 11-20 21-30 31-40 41-50 

Category NO EVIDENCE RARELY OCCASIONALLY FREQUENTLY CONSISTENTLY 

Descriptors Little to no 
evidence of a full 

tone in the 
excerpt. Little to 

no vibrato 
present. 

Rarely 
demonstrates full 
tone throughout 

the excerpt. 
Frequent issues 
with tone quality. 
Vibrato is used 

rarely. 

Occasionally 
demonstrates full 

tone throughout the 
excerpt. Occasional 

issues with tone 
quality. Vibrato is 
used occasionally 

Frequently 
demonstrates full 
tone throughout 

the excerpt. . Minor 
issues tone quality 

Vibrato is used 
frequently. 

Consistent full tone 
throughout the full 

range of the 
excerpt. Vibrato 
demonstrated 
consistently. 

EXCERPT #x: MUSICALITY - Articulations / Dynamics / Style (bowing techniques played correctly - 
slurs/staccato/etc., plays with proper dynamics and phrasing) 

SCORE 
RANGE 

1-10 11-20 21-30 31-40 41-50 

Category NO EVIDENCE RARELY OCCASIONALLY FREQUENTLY CONSISTENTLY 

Descriptors No evidence of 
dynamics, 

articulations & 
phrasing. 

Rarely performs 
dynamics, 

articulations & 
phrasing. 

Occasional issues 
with regards to 

dynamics, 
articulations & 

phrasing. 

Minor issues with 
regards to 
dynamics, 

articulations & 
phrasing. 

Attention to 
dynamics, 

articulations & 
phrasing is at the 

highest level. 

Many thanks to Angela Rex and Bob Borden for their work on developing this rubric. 

 


